led by others, who affirmed that the white mineral they ate was Nothing but chalk.
rompted by the importance of this subject, the royal medical C(j>unsel, The ratsbane-eaters belong mostly to the lower classes?woodcleavers, stable-grooms, charcoal-burners, and wood-warts. They fall into that habit at the early age of fifteen, and continue it until the ages of seventy and seventy-six. Although the female sex is not averse to it, the majority belong to the male sex. They are generally strong and healthy persons, courageous, pugnacious, and of strong sexual dispositions. The reason of this habit is very probably attributable to the fact of its apparent favourable action upon horses. If requested to explain the reason of their indulging in it, they will say that it is to make them strong and healthy.
